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Mr. Ron Daniels
Utah Division of OiI,

Gas and Mining
1588 W North Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

Dear Mr. Daniels:

As you requested in our telephone conversation
I am forwarding to you an archaeological clearance of
Wash property south of Vernal.

yesterday
our Sand

The archaeological survey was conducted by Dr. Ray Matheny
from Bri.gham Young Universi.ty. He has conducted two such surveys
for Tosco Corporation. The first was a reconnaissance of an area
where we are now conducting plant, animal and air quality surveys.
The second series of surveys were at three areas where we antici-
pate performing some mddest dri.lli.ng programs. This was completed
in August 1976 and we received, verbally from Dr. Matheny, the
assurance that no archaeological si.tes were at these areas.

I have been in contact with him and they will forward to us
and to your office a written archaeological report on the last survey
as you requested.

S incerely,
\\-hYrTlili*./

( Ioe M. Merino

--.Resident Manager
Sand Wash Project

JMM,/prr

Enclosure
cc: R.G. Vawter

AI Schillinger
Robert Crookston
Mike Spence
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IIfIRODUCTION

D:ring the past few years, the increased demand for patroloum pro-

ducts has taken dovelopers to eastern tJbah ard western Colorado to do-

velop the arears oil shale reserves. Ona of the by-products of tho

processed oil shalo is a solid residue, which is of Iittls uso, and there-

fore, disposed of. fn the process of developing a site for tha disposal

of this resldue and in compli-ance ld-th stato and federal antiquitios

regulations, IrIr. Kennath D. van zanten of ths oil shale corporation

(IOSCO) of Denver, Colorado sought ths archaeologJ-cal servd.ces of De.

Ray T. llatherUr of the Dopartment of Aniirropology and Jrchaeology, Brigham

Toung University. Dc. Mathergr subsgo-uently contacted the author, who

then cord,ucted an archaeological survoy on April L5, L975 of threo small

areas approxi-nately twenty.five miles southeast of Ouray, Uintah County,

ULah.

The survey sas coductocl on lands Isased, by the State of Ubah to

IUSCO, and, parnrission to conduct the sunrey was grantod by Dr. David

I'Iadsen, State Archaeologist for Ubah'

This report is a suirnary of the survey and conLains sections on tb.e

setting of the survey, the snrvey procerduro, a surnmary o"f previous

archaeological work in the area, and the resuLts and conclusions of the

survay. p.. Ray l"Iathar5r supervised the survey and the writing of the

report, but the author sssunes responsibiJity for its contents.



$uilf ff sgi"rING AND Pit0cgijijirit

Setting

?he thres are&s siu'vi;5red aro on tho top arxl nclar the oncl of a flat

ridge thati nrns east-we+sL. Tnis ridge is i-n the soabiieast quarter of

Sectio;r ?6, ?ownship ! gou'bh., Ranga ?L E:;,.st of 'Lhs Oura,y Sli (?, J minuto

soriers) Quadranglc (seo ;-,.econrtrra4yi.ng r:.r,p). lho olevat.:r-on of the 'bop of

the rJ-dge i.s approxtua'Lr*)-y 503C) - 50J0 feeii;.

!'he ve"qotation j"n the ;:rr+;r j-s $parco an<i cons-l-:;'Ls qr"f s;na-11- shrubs

and fcrbs su*ir as ho:'s':brush ar:ci .Tack sage. Sl'rae;r vi:'rLor in ther araa arrl

keep tho voget,ation $eLl irinrnecl.

the goology consi$Ls of, iibrtiary :;otii:nsrii,s, i,raitrl;r sardstoni;s arrl

shalers, c,f tho llinLah tr'or"mation (Untorr,raru: arxi Uni;orin:rn-r, n.ct. ). The

sr:rface consists of ciesgrt, nrmor a.rii is .,'"cly roc\y.

Survoy procatlura

. The sur*ey proci*dur* irrvolvod -in',"cnsive iiive:;t,:igat'ions o-f ihe throe

aroas circ-l-ed on ths nap as r.reLl as access routes from 'bir;.r rnain road to

them. AdCitional- less iniensivo invastigaL'rons were nade of ths &reas

betwean the threa sites, along 'bha rxn o.fl tho r:lcige, JritC at tha basa of

tho rldge on the soubh sitie. lh all, about ilventy &criis were sur-royed,

I'Illi-'/.[0tS ARCitA[pL0GlC.,\ i, I'i0ilK

j,lthotgh no siies rror archaeologica)- i.rork haii t)a$n recorci*rcl in tbe

area survoyod, Ulntah Coun'i;y ard ths Uinl''rh jissi.in }t;11'rr; lr6:t-]D'Lh$ scans of

nruch archaoological activiby. i3 earl-y as .1!i-6, -Lha ;rchar:ology prof,ossion

becams awars of sj.tos j-n Ili-LI Canyon jusL sou'iir of ihs area surveyed

that uere sim'ilar t,o nason:'J, torcrs in tlie li'ou:' Corners a.Tea (i'er*kes

]-cl}l 3 Ztv1. fhon, in tlie la.'Lr: 192Crrs, ihg poabod.y llusaun f,raf.Lin-ftaer.son

Dcpedition racorcle.l sii,e:s in iiina !'iiIe, iiil.l, Rall;g, arrd DcsoiaLion
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CarXlons (Gur*ers,:n l-969 t 7.9; Scotb 1933). Trr tfie ll;it)tso Jiuagan and

Sieward uers: aetive j,n d{r$eribing ti:e ant,iqoi't*j.e,; ljroy sau ard eonpiled

long lists of publ.isheri;rri;j.cles (sce tlio b-'r-hliogr.aphy fur a sainple of

thoss).

AdCitionai a:'chaetil-o;4ica1 vork 't,ook plarcc i:r ttic -Lplii;ts ancl l"9itOts,

but tho mosi siglnif icarrb rr,as'LhaL i.n ar,ql nsa'r Di,nus:ru"r. lla.Lional i'fonur0.:nb.

ltris ac'L'ivity r'.res tragun h.f ii.aldr*in (3"9-7) a*;.1 Lr."rrg"1 irix} tjcol4q:i.n (Ig/ttl).

fno Universii:,y o{'Cq:.I*rrrdc cr:r:finued iir:"ir wc)rk ia:''bhs., nax-L twenl,y yoars,

a.rd'it is besb sunrc,rrisod ?:y &'eie'rni-Lz (1:]?0i,

T.n lho 1$601s, Lhe i.lnj.versit,y o.[ (b]-crado arid-Liie Utrj"versii,y of'

Utah bagan exc;rvatio;rs :tr:al Lire torns of ilichasni-r, l;i ibinf , lloosevel'L,

arrd. Verna-L. Ths m*st rinlabk+ reps:'t.s of this r+ork rrri. Lry [,r:ac]r (1956),

linbler (f966), ancl Sirields t\9$7).

OLhor recarded sj-bes i:ol :"cported in publ isirecl l.:i'l;oraLlrre aro nobed

on records iu 'Lhe Sbat,e Arri;iquiL:ics Off ice i.n S;rIL, Iake fii,'r. lio',rera1

lithic scatters in thi:r cabegory are founC al-ong tho (irecn id.ver near

Ouray.

The majoriby of raco:'*eci sites i-ri Lhe iiintan llasir-n.b,*riong to tha

Flemont Crrlture. '.fhis sult,ure !ra$ sj:ailar to the Anas;rzi peropl-e of tlr,s

Four Corners area ;rnd is b*st cliscussed by Cunnorson (L95?, i969) and i.

liormirston (1.955).

t"ro of th€r riros'b s:lgnifieant, si.bes in i,ire ba;j.n ara not prerhis'b,oric

but rather histori-c:ri s:itos. They ue::e fui' t.rad:ir:g 1:osts btrilt in the

18]0ns by Ar:loi-ni: Rob"'irjoux. Ons was -Locatecl jrrst sorri,h o"f t).ray nuar the

junction of the Oreen, Uirrl;*.}r, arrl ifr:itqi ft-i.vgls, r*hiitr f,htr obhsr iuas built
just east of i"riiiforock; north of iioosevalt.. lae s:igni-f icance of 'b[ess

sitos is tirat they r.ra:'e perrnitnoilt cl.wo.i-)-i-rr5s, ;r.-i(i tlitr on: nea:'Writorocks

was tho f irsi i:ci'nan*nb, brril.ding buiit blr a rhil€' r3;(lr j n thc+ fjf ;tLs of



tl

Utah (lValicer L973). The srto near OraX rras partially oxcavatod in

1939 (xetly 1946), and more inf'ormation of these forts can ba found ln

KoDy (L933, l-9I+6), Morri-l-I (19+1), axd P"eagan (L934b, 1935).

SUi\EY RDI'LTS ,qND CONCI,USTO}S

Tbe chief ros'u.}t of the survoy is that no archaeologi-caI sites were

found. F\rrthermore, because the aroa is desolate and not concusivs to

pr.ahistoric occupation, no or forr sj-tes would bs found r,ri'bhin several

niles of the area surveyed,

Eecause tha proposed establj-shnent of a meteorological toser and

two revegetation plots will not affect, ary archaeological sites, the

author roconrnands that TOSCO be al].owed to continue bhis project,
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Mr. Ron Daniels
Utah Division of OiI,

Gas and Mining
1588 W. North Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

Dear Mr. Dani.els:

As you requested in our telephone conversation yesterday
I am forwarding to you an archaeoiogical clearance of our Sand
Wash property south of Vernal.

The archaeological survey was conducted under the direc-
tion of Dr. Ray Matheny ftom Brigham Young University. Two
such surveys have been conducted for Tosco Corporation. The
flrst was a reconnaissance of an area where we are now con-
ducting plant, animal and ai.r quali.ty surveys. The second
series of surveys were at three candidate areas where we an-
ticipate performing some modest drilling programs. Thi.s was
completed in August 1976 and we recetved, verbally from
Dr. Matheny, the assurance that no archaeologi.cal sites were
at these areas.

I have been in contact with him and they will forward
to us and to your office a wri.tten archaeological report on the
last survey as you requested.

erely,

km-
Res ident Manager
Sand Wash Project

IMM/prr

Enciosure
cc: R.G. Vawter; AI Schillinger;

Robert Crookston; Mike Spence;
Dr. Ray Matheny
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IIfTRODUCTTON

Drring the past fow years, tha increased demand for patroloun pro-

ducts has taken developers to eastern Ltah and western Colorado to de-

velop thg areats oil shale reserves. Ono of the by-products of the

processed oil shale is a solid residue, whlch is of li'bt1o use, and thore-

foro, disposed of. fn the procoss of dov.aloping a sj"te for tho disposal

of this residua and in complianco wii,h stats and federal anfiquitiss

regulations, IrIr. Kennath D. Van Zanten of tho Oil Shale Qorporaiion

(IOSCO) of Donvor, Colorado soughi ths archaeological servi.ces of De.

nay T. l{a'"henJ,r of ths Dopartmant of Aniirropology and Archaao-Logy, Brigham

Xoung University. D.. yathery subseo-uently contacted the author, vho

then couiucted an archaeological survey on April 1-5, :-976 of thrao snaIl

arses approximately twonLy-five rniles southeast of Ouray, Uintah Qounty,

Wah.

fhe survey r.ras conduci,,ocl on lands leased. by the Siate of Ubah to

TCSCO, and, permission to conduct the suney was granted by Dr. David

Iladsen, State Archaeologist for Utah,

fhis report is a sulr^nary of the survey and conLains sections on the

setting of the survey, the survey procaluio, a suilnary o-0 previous

archaeological work in the area, and the results and conclusions of tha

survay. Dr. Ray I'lathar{f supervised the survey and the rriting of the

report, but tbe author sssunos responsibility for its contents,



SUit'lrii Sgl'iftic Ar\D PhlOCEiXlitii

Seitir':g

?ne tiirso &'iea:i su:'v;:yecl ;lr$ on tlio top arxi nirar ihe c;lid of a flat

ridge tirai runs east-at+*f,. Tnis riCge is j-n ti;e soa[iieast quarler of

Seciio;r 26, ?ownship ! f)outir, R*ni;a 2! 'iast of 'bha Or::a;r Sii (?. J minute

sorios) Quaiiranglr: {s;ea ;.,.cccc1ranyi-n11 lrap). ?ha olevai.:lori of t}iti top of

tho ridg,u is appro,r:ir';:at,a)-y .5020 - 5Q)E !eai:.

l'he',re.:,-gslatir:n :i-.'r t.he ,rrc;r j-s .;pai'ce a;;ri cr.rr:sisLs o-f g;$!a11 :;hrubs

anC fcrrbs s';c:r as hu:s+blush ar:ci .'lack sa2;e, Sl'reopr vi:'iLor in thr: aroa alxl

!:eop the veEet;:tio:r usll t-r-i:mnerl.

?he goc,l-criiy cc'rrsi.'iLs of ;ierl,iar'y :;ed.i:n:lni,s, ia'r1trl3, sai.dst,ollls arxl

shalels, c.,f tl:.ei ijrnLah I'orrlaL'ion (ijnL.-rrnanll ai:cj lirrt;o:'rr:rnrr n.c1, ). t'he

surface consistt of ciessrt arnoi' ai"rt is ';'-r.l;,r ror:l'q7.

Survey ;rroceiiur.:

?h': snrvey pr'ocr:,riur:r iirvolvad :inicnsj-v.) .ii:i'e,';t,i6af-'ions o-f "t lie thrse

aroas ci.rcied on t'ca rna:) as :.rgll as aceess routes from 'tiri; i:re'in road to

them. ACi.itional- loss in';en:;j.1"r: invar;bigalions we:"+ rnade of the irreas

botwean iira three sites , alo::g bhs rj:n o.i fho rlcige, and at th;: basa of

the ridga on iho south sitie. lh a'll, abouc"t:renty ;rcr;js l.Isrs survt;yed,

I'ttJ,/_til i',5 Ai?ciiaIxil.0clc.{ i, l.;Oi?K

glfhoqgh no si't.:s rio: ;rrshsteologicaJ- '..rork har i:e*n reco::<iecl in i:he

area survsyocl, Ulnbah Cou;r'Ly arrd thg ijinf:.rh jle:;.in h;rvr* bs:on'Liitr sci:ns of

riucb archaoolo;gical rrct-'lviLy. 6 earl-y as 1!i-5, 'Lira ;;rcha*ology prof,ossion

becamg a,iiare of sj-teis j-n iji-ii Q-rnyr:n jusi; souiir of airs area surveyed

that l.rere siln-iI.:.1' t.o llason:'J, tox,:t's j-n ti-.e l.'ou:' Corn:rrs aTea (I,'eliltos

]-9l-7: ?-tl). 'firon, in ti-,e J.:rLe 1!)lSr5, th<: I.'o;rbod.Z llusar-m Ciaf-Lirr-l*rerson

Dcpedii;ion lacorcl--:.I siios in iline l,;i.le', iiii.i, ?an3;.r, nrid ,Doso.j.ai.ion



)

Caryons (i'lurur:rson l-96J: 79; Seotb 1.93'f ). Irr t,h+ l1Ji/.tts, Iiuagan ;-tnd

Sfero-ard ...iorr: ar:t.i.rs :Ln tii.;scribin;g the arri,itiuiij.s,3 thr:}' .sar..l ard cornpileci

long J-irt,s of pub)."isired;ir*j.cJ-es (..;ce tiio b-ihiiograi:hy i'ui: n s.r:7iFle of

these)"

AdCilionai archa*o3-c;Jica)- vork tock 1il-;.rca in 'clie :L:-)J0rs ancl l.9li0ts,

but tire ntosi, sig;:i{icarr'i li,rs '|.}ia,L i.n arl-i nJ:(T iii:r,*)s::rili' };aLiorr,:.i i'{ontunsnL.

'Jhis acl,j-vi-L,y ir;-rs'oa3u:i hy i:rridx-in (3.;r-f) a::.ri Lt,i'g,'i irir{i Scollqi-n il91ti).

ltra Ur:-iversity of- Co.i.c,riri.c cr:::i;inuq:il ti-r-ir ur-r3| io:l''Li:,;..r n,r;<-L tuei'ri,y yoars,

and,'ii, i;: bu;L suc-ca,lrj-re'1 l1;r li'o'i;ernit,z ("tii?0i.

l.n []ro 1!60rs, Li:e {.li:ivi::rsi-i,1' o.f Co}nra,i.o a:',cl .Liie ij:i j.'./crrs:ir',;,' of '

Uiah l-.,agan exc;1.v".:ri;io;:s il'*a:' Lii.s t,o;n> Ol i)lr:ltasni+, 1..i itrlni,, iioosovelL,

arrrf Ve::n.:-l-. Tne mt:si. riolalrle rerpol'f.s of this r+or'l< r1T'ir LIr L".-:ach (1t56),

/,I,:blor (f966), anr.l fjiriei-ris {Lr$|).

Olio:' rec<;rcl.eci sj-Los l:crL i'.port,c,l. j-n g>'.-.bi-is;irer1 l-.ii;t;rabtlt'e aro nob,:d

on rcecords in'Lh:r SL;rt,e A;i;iqrrii,-ies Oifj"ce i.n,S.:rii. i:k,s fii,v- l;'r'r*qral

lithic scai-Lecs i:l i:hi:; cil'i-,ego:;'ar;: -touriC al-ong thc- (.:r'ecn ili.r'er naar

Ouray.

the najorii.y of raco:'ri.ecl s:itos i.ri Lhe ijiritah ihsin.b.-r]-ong'uo the

l}eraonb C\i-l"turg. 'fhis cul'i'd.?o ?ra$ s::cila:' bo Lhe inasazi poop)-a of tho

Four Corne.rs are3 ;rrd is blst rliseussvC by Ciln:':*r'srcn (L957, ip6!) ar:<i. i.

''rlormingion Q"955),

lv<i of tha r,ros't siglnil'i-earrL si.bss in i;ire ba;i"n ara not prc:1:is'bo:'ic

but raihor iiis-i;c.rric;-ri sii;os. They i.re::e fu:. 't::.:il:ing po;fs bn'i-Lt in the

lBJOrs by.trriloi-ni; !19!.!-rlo-1;6. Or:e -'r*ii{i.Lr.:ca';t:i jti:t sorilir of Utr:ry nuar the

junction of 'Lire Crean, Uit;i.ah, a:xi i.ic.-.Lic f-t-ivu:;, -,+h:f-* Lirv ob,hsr was built,
jusi easi oi' i'liriiarock: nortir of iiocseval-i.. les s:'ig;ri-f icance of 'Lliese

sitos is -Li'rat, iiiey w:::.e ii+r.n:trrsnt c1.lei)-j-:rg;r r.riici'i:h.r c;.:.-r nea:'llrii;oro,Jks

lias tiro fi::;i !)JrlJr.lri:-:;1[, bui].ci:-ng buil.i by a l+h:.i-c t3;(r-r j:r tire SL:..Ltr of
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Ubalr (l.lalker 1973). The sito near OtraX 1.ras partia-lly excava'bcci in

L939 (Xetty 19-6), and mora inf'ornation of these forts can be found in

KoILy (L933, )-9!+6), I,torrilI (19+1), a.rd. ilea6an (A9)4b, 1935).

SIN\EY RD{II,TS AND. CONCX,US rO}5

Tbe chief resuli' of the survey is tha'L no archleologicar-l sites wtlre

found. F\rthermore, bocauss tha araa i-s desolale and not concusivs to

pr.ehistoric occupation, no or for,r sites would ba found r.ri'bhin several

nil.es of the area surv'eyed.

Escause tha propbsed estabLishnent of a rneteorological toser and

two revegeLatr-on plots will not aff'ect argr archaeo3-o;gicaI sites, the

author reco;mnends that TOSCO be allowed to contrnue 'bhis projact.
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